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THE family of a missing Geelong man have made a desperate appeal to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services to approve an official search by the State Emergency Service.
 
Daniel O'Keeffe disappeared from his parents' Geelong home on July 15.
 
Mr O'Keeffe, 24, suffers from depression. He did not take his wallet, identification or medication, and has
not accessed his bank accounts.
 
``My parents contacted the SES and we wrote a letter on September 17 to Peter Ryan, the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, requesting police approval for the SES to undertake the search for Dan
but we have not heard back, which is incredibly frustrating,'' his sister, Loren O'Keeffe, said.
 
In a statement to the Geelong Advertiser this week, Mr Ryan said he understood the disappearance of
Mr O'Keeffe has caused his family distress and anxiety.
 
``I am informed that for each missing person, a thorough assessment is undertaken to determine the
appropriate response, taking into account the individual circumstances of each case,'' he said.
 
``I appreciate the family's anxiety in proposing a search for Daniel using SES assistance. The police are
however best placed to understand the most appropriate action in any given instance and I am simply
not able to give them directions as to how they go about their duties.
 
``I sincerely regret that I am unable to intervene in this matter. I have asked that Victoria Police keep me
briefed as to the status of their ongoing investigations.''
 
Ms O'Keeffe said she was disappointed with the response.
 
A police spokesperson confirmed investigations were continuing.
 
``Police continue to investigate the disappearance of Daniel O'Keefe and will fully investigate any
credible information they receive. A recent request by the family to conduct a search with SES
personnel was denied because of a lack of new evidence to support the need to allocate resources to
the particular area.
 
``We understand that this is a very difficult time for the family of Daniel and investigators will continue to
keep family members updated on any developments into the case.''
 
Ms O'Keeffe said that the worry was taking its toll on the family.
 
``It's so difficult to know when to take a step back into normal life, because you don't know what's normal
any more. It amazes me that this is my normal life.''
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